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Imagine a farmer whose farm has been in his family for five generations. He worked with his father and grandfather from his early childhood tending crops and raising livestock. Now he is raising his own children to someday manage the land. This farm has survived the highest adversity including the Great Depression, fluctuating crop prices, herd loss due to disease and predators, and so much more. Now the biggest threat to the survival of this family business looms ahead. It’s not in the form of crop failure, economic downturn, or poor business practices. Rather our farmer may lose this multi-generational legacy to his own government. 
Are today’s regulations killing rural America? The unwieldy regulations imposed by the US government are placing an unfair burden on small farms and ranches. Trying to make a living in a rural environment is challenging enough without having to worry about being overregulated and paying frivolous fines and fees imposed arbitrarily by government agencies. 


On December 6, 2012, US Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack gave an address at the Farm Journal Forum in Washington D.C. (“Remarks by USDA Secretary”, 2012).He made several statements about small farms and ranches. Vilsack mentioned that farmers and ranchers are making themselves irrelevant in today’s world and with today’s politics. He stated that small communities need to stop focusing on their own problems and start looking at things on a more regional basis.  Later, Vilsack said farmers are constantly dwelling on proposed regulations that were “not going to happen, never going to happen” (“Remarks by USDA Secretary”, 2012). He expressed 
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