QUESTIONS FOR THE CHAIR

Q: There are four kinds of rules which a society or a group may adopt. The first kind of rule is Corporate Charter. What are the other three kinds of rules?
A: Rules of the Constitution & Bylaws
A: Rules of Order
A: Standing Rules

Q: When considering subsidiary motions as a class a motions they are distinguished as having four characteristics. What are these characteristics?
A1- they are always applied to another motion while it's pending. 2- they can be applied to any main motion while it is pending. 3- they fit into an order precedence. 4- the time when they are in order extends from the moment the question to which they are applied is stated until the vote on the motion begins.

Q: What is the standard order of business for regular meetings of ordinary societies?
A: 
1st Reading and approval of minutes.
2nd Reports of officers, boards, and standing committees.
3rd Reports of special committees
4th Special Orders
5th Unfinished Business
6th New Business

Q: How should the chair refer to himself during a business meeting?
A: Only in the third person. They should not say "me" or "I".

Q: Please give us the cases where the assembly can adjourn without a motion.
A: If the hour for adjourning a meeting has been prescheduled and that hour has arrived the meeting can be adjourned without a motion.
A: If business is complete the chair can adjourn the meeting after asking for further business without a motion.

Q: Assume that a motion to Refer the main questions to a committee is pending and you have asked for required details and none were offered. What do you do?
A: The motion should be voted on in its simple form as presented. If it passes the details must be completed.

Q: A Motion is postponed to 4:30pm. Later, another motion is postponed to 4:15pm. Please tell us what you would do in each of the following situations;
1. The 4:15pm question is taken up at 4:25pm and it is now 4:30pm. What do you do?
2. It is 4:30pm and the 4:15pm question has not been taken up. How do you proceed?
A: 1. Continue the 4:15pm question without interruption. 2. Take up the 4:30pm question, because it has precedence since it was postponed first. The 4:15pm question will then be taken up.

Q: If a member makes a motion and another member did not hear it clearly, there are three options open to the chair. What are these options?
A: 1- ask the maker to restate the motion. 2- secretary restates. 3- chair restates.

Q: Robert`s Rules of Order lists eleven duties of the presiding officer of an assembly. Please give us those 11 duties.
A: Open meeting at appointed time
A: Announce the proper sequence of business
A: Recognize members entitled to the floor
A: To re-state and put to vote all legitimate questions
A: To protect assembly from frivolous motions
A: Enforce rules of debate and decorum
A: Expedite business for the good of members
A: To decide all questions of orderâ€”subject to appeal
A: To respond to inquires relating to Parliamentary Procedure
A: To sign documents as necessary
A: To declare the meeting adjourned either with or without a motion

Q: Assume a motion to Fix the Time has been adopted previously in the meeting. Assume a Main Motion is being debated and at least two members have exhausted their debate. We are now in the adjourned meeting. What are the rules governing debate for the two members and the rest of the members?
A: Each member is given two debates because it is a new day.
