How to Make Novice Motions
To start round:

“Is there any further business that should be presented to the chapter at this time?”
Postpone Indefinitely


“I move to postpone this matter indefinitely.”

Debate:  My intent is to kill this motion because……………..

Use if you want to kill the topics (at least for this session and move on to more important agenda items) + one more quick reason.

Only an affirmative vote may be reconsidered
Amendment to the main motion


“I move to amend the motion by………



Striking out



(Add) Adding on to the end.



Striking out the words………….and inserting the words……



Insert



Substitute


So that the main motion, if amended, would read…………

Amend the Amendment


Usually do not do this.

Commit or Refer

I move to refer this matter to a committee of 3, appointed by the chair, to report back at our next regular meeting with the charge of ………………….


Preparing a budget for such a proposal


Investigating the matter 


Investigating the matter and making a pass/fail recommendation


Gathering facts concerning this matter

Postpone to a Certain Time (Definitely)


I move to postpone this matter until our next regular scheduled meeting.

Limit or Extend limits of debate

I move to extend the limits of debate to 3 per person per motion.





Or


I move to limit debates to one per person per motion.

Question round:  Why did you limit debate?  To limit amendment to my motion (if amendable)

Previous Question

I move the previous question on the _______________________.







Name of pending motion





or


I move the previous question on all debatable motions.





or


I move the previous question on all pending matters.

Calls for a vote.

Qualified or Unqualified

Q: Assume you have a pending primary amendment. You call for the Previous Question. It carries. The amendment fails. There is more debate on the original motion. Is Previous Question in order at this time? Why or why not?
A: Yes, because it was not made in the qualified form originally.

Lay on the Table


I move to lay this matter on the table.





Or


I move to lay this matter on the table in lieu of more urgent business.





Or


I move to lay this matter on the table in lieu of the topic concerning our FFA Dinner/Auction.




Or


I move to lay this matter on the table in lieu of our guest speaker who just arrived. 

Other REQUIRED motions

Object to the Consideration of the Question (Incidental Motion)

After a main motion has been made by a member and after the motion has been restated by the chairman but before any discussion has begun…..a member stands up without recognition and says” I Object to the Consideration of the Question”………………………… Team members: do not second this motion. 

Chair: “The consideration of the question is objected to. Shall the question be considered?  All those in favor of considering the question stand.” (All but maker of objection, stand). “All those opposed to considering the question please stand. The vote is 4 in the affirmative and 1 in the negative. We shall consider the question”. 

Is there any discussion on the main motion which states……

Vote: -2/3

Division of the Assembly (Incidental Motion)
“Madam Chairman, I Call for a Division of the Assembly”

Parliamentary Inquiry (Incidental Motion)

“Madam Chairman, I rise to a parliamentary inquiry”. Chairman says, “state your inquiry”.  Floor member says, What is the vote requirement on the pending question?
Or

“Is an amendment in order at this time”?

Point of Order (Incidental Motion)

After Lay on the Table has been moved and seconded and the chairman inappropriately asks for debate. Member stands and says “I rise to a point of order”. Pause and responds when Chairman states “ What is your point of order?” members states “Lay on the Table is a non debatable motion.” 

(If only a point of order and not an appeal, the chairman states, “Your point is well taken”).  If point of order and appeal, the chairman states, “Your point is not well taken.”

Appeal (Incidental Motion)

Member rises an says, “I move to appeal the decision from the chair.” Second. 

No debate!! 

Chairman says, “the chairs decision has been appealed. All those in favor of sustaining the chairs decision say Aye. All those opposed to this decision, say No. The noes have it and the chairs decision is not sustained.” 

We shall proceed to vote on the Lay on the Table. Do not pass lay on the table. 

Other Motions that can be used for second motion on scorecard

Recess (Privilege Motion)

Member is recognized and states, “I move we take a 5 minute recess to allow for informal consultation. 
Second. Chair asks for amendments, votes not to take a recess. 

Adjourn (Privileged Motion)

“I move to adjourn the meeting.”

Question of Privilege (Privileged Motion)
1. Madam Chairman: “I Rise to a Question of Privilege”

2. Chairman states: “State your Question”

3. Floor member states: “Would you please ask speakers to speak loudly so all members of the assembly can hear what is being discussed?”

Chairman states: “Yes. Members of the assembly, please speak up so all members can hear the discussion” 

Or “May we please open the door for some fresh air?” 

or “May we please turn up or down the heat” in the room.

Main Motion  (Main Motion)
 Member States, I move (read off the motion)

Debate

If short on debate you get points for debating the Main Motion twice.

Debatable Motions

Main Motion

P. Definitely

Commit or Refer

Amend 

P. Indefinitely
Reconsider (before MM or no motion pending) state I was on the prevailing side

Rescind (before MM or no motion pending) notice (majority) no notice (2/3) 

other names for a Rescind: repeal or annul

Points to bring up in debate about why we can’t take on more activities at this time:

1.  Not in our program of activities/work

2.  It’s scholarship application time.  Too busy.

3.  Number of competitions we are presently preparing for.

4.  Better put off until next school year in the planning process (officer retreat)
Coming to a Conclusion:

Logical, Smooth and not rushed.

Other:

Official Dress

Hair

Presentation/Presence  
